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A Compendium of Cankam Literature
Ca
Cakkararn - Ulakam (Earth round like wheel) As Karikalan's leg was burnt in a fire, it could encompass only this earth though stretched to measure   all   the   three   worlds   (Poru.   Ve.   3) (PaLVe.l).
Cakatam - 1. Vanti (Cart)
Player-minstrels travelled in a noisy cart whose top was covered by a rush-mat shaped like a yawning crocodile (Akam.301: 6, 7) Lovers proceeding to the river for the water-sports rode in carts drawn by bullocks or horses (Pari.10: 16, 17)
2. Urokivi   (The Star Aldebaran)
The  wedding  was  celebrated on  a blameless
and auspicious day with a clear sky when the
moon    shone    with    Aldebaran    next    to    it
(Akam.l36:4-8).
Cankam - Peren (An astronomical number)
Cankam indicating a large number is mentioned along with other astronomical numbers like neytal, kuvalai, ampal, kamalam, and vellam (Pari.2: 13, 15).
Cankavarunar Ennum Nakariyar - Or pidavar
His given name is Nakariyar, Carikavarunai being the Sanskrit form of the Tamil name Valaivanan. In the only poem composed bj him in Puram.360 in Perurkancitturai the poei instructs one Tantumaran about the instability of earthly life.
Catai - 1. Mutikkarrai (Malted locks)
Lord Civan of rare askesis shone bright witl his matted locks (Puram.Invo.13), Holy her mits with radiant matted locks (Puram:43:4) The eight-handed Lord Civan held within hi< matted locks the clear waters of the Gangei (KalUnvo.3,4).
2.   Tiruvatirai rial   (The star Betelgcusej In the term 'Ericataienivelam',  fErif  indicate: Kdrtikai (Pleaides)  'CataC indicates Tiruvatira (Betclgcuse)   and    'Velam'   indicates     ^arani (Pan. 11:2)
Cataiyan   -   Cataiyinaiyutaiyavan     (Lord   Civai with his matted locks)
Lord Civan has malted'locks falling low on hi back (Pati. Invo. 5).
Canpakam - Oru vakai malar (Champak flower) The tresses of celestial damsels tied in perfec knots were adorned with cool champak flower (Muru.26,27).     Among the  flowers culled  b the   heroine   and   her   companions,   the   cocs work.
